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HONEYWELL UOP TECHNOLOGY SELECTED TO SUPPORT 

CONVERSION OF BIOMASS TO FUEL AT  
CALIFORNIA RENEWABLE ENERGY FACILITY 

 
UOP refining technologies will be used to produce renewable fuels from biomass 

 

DES PLAINES, Ill., Sept. 1, 2010 -- UOP LLC, a Honeywell (NYSE: HON) company, 

announced today that its technology was selected for use in Rentech, Inc.’s Rialto Renewable 

Energy Center for the conversion of biomass to transportation fuels.      

The renewable energy center, to be built in Rialto, Calif., will convert biomass, such as yard 

and tree trimmings, into renewable, ultra-clean diesel fuel and renewable electricity. The new 

facility will use UOP hydroprocessing technology, which converts hydrocarbons into clean-fuel 

products. The center is expected to produce roughly 640 barrels-per-day of liquid fuel and 35 

megawatts of base-load electricity, enough to power approximately 30,000 homes each day.  

In August 2009, eight airlines signed a multi-year agreement with Rentech to together 

purchase up to 1.5 million gallons per year of diesel from the Rialto Project for use in ground 

service equipment at Los Angeles International Airport (LAX). The Rialto Project is scheduled to 

start up in late 2012.   

“Our technology helps Rentech to produce high-quality, ultra-clean transport fuels, meeting 

all product standards with a near-zero carbon footprint,” said UOP Business Director for Refining 

Ashis Banerji. “The Rialto Project is an important step in increasing capacity of clean fuels from 

non-traditional sources.” 

“We are pleased to add a well recognized technology provider such as UOP to the suite of 

technologies to be deployed at our Rialto Project, said Timothy DeFoe, Project Director for the 

Rialto Renewable Energy Center. “The Rialto Project continues to advance, with FEED engineering 

work well under way. The project, anticipated to be the nation’s first commercial biomass 
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gasification facility for the co-production of renewable synthetic fuels and power, will serve as a 

model for next generation clean energy production.” 

In the new unit the Rentech-SilvaGas biomass gasification system will be used to produce 

synthesis gas, or syngas, from biomass feedstock which is converted to ultra-clean hydrocarbons 

using Rentech’s proprietary Fischer-Tropsch process and catalyst.  The UOP Unionfining™ process 

and the UOP Unicracking™ process are then used to upgrade the hydrocarbons to ultra-clean jet 

and diesel fuel as well as specialty waxes and chemicals.  

Honeywell’s UOP business, a recognized global leader in process technology to convert 

petroleum feedstocks to fuels and chemicals, has also developed a range of processes to produce 

high-quality, drop-in green fuels from natural feedstocks. Since 2006, UOP has commercialized 

processes to convert non-edible natural oils to Honeywell Green Diesel™ and Honeywell Green Jet 

Fuel™. It has also established Envergent Technologies, a joint venture with Ensyn Corp. which 

offers pyrolysis technology for the production of renewable heat, power and transportation fuels 

from biomass sources such as forest and agricultural waste.   

 
UOP LLC, headquartered in Des Plaines, Illinois, USA, is a leading international supplier 

and licensor of process technology, catalysts, adsorbents, process plants, and consulting services to 
the petroleum refining, petrochemical, and gas processing industries. UOP is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Honeywell International, Inc. and is part of Honeywell’s Specialty Materials strategic 
business group. For more information, go to www.uop.com. 
 

Honeywell International (www.honeywell.com) is a Fortune 100 diversified technology and 
manufacturing leader, serving customers worldwide with aerospace products and services; control 
technologies for buildings, homes and industry; automotive products; turbochargers; and specialty 
materials. Based in Morris Township, N.J., Honeywell’s shares are traded on the New York, 
London, and Chicago Stock Exchanges.  For more news and information on Honeywell, please visit 
www.honeywellnow.com. 
 
This release contains “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act 
of 1934. All statements, other than statements of fact, that address activities, events or developments that we or our 
management intend, expect, project, believe or anticipate will or may occur in the future are forward-looking 
statements. Forward-looking statements are based on management’s assumptions and assessments in light of past 
experience and trends, current conditions, expected future developments and other relevant factors. They are not 
guarantees of future performance, and actual results, developments and business decisions may differ from those 
envisaged by our forward-looking statements. Our forward-looking statements are also subject to risks and 
uncertainties, which can affect our performance in both the near- and long-term. We identify the principal risks and 
uncertainties that affect our performance in our Form 10-K and other filings with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission.  
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